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Webstars! 

• Based on research for WebStars: A 

Holistic and Arts-Based Approach to a 

Computer Applications Course –  

• Doctoral study that spanned five 

semesters 1996-98 

https://search.library.utoronto.ca/details

?3234528 

https://search.library.utoronto.ca/details?3234528
https://search.library.utoronto.ca/details?3234528




Holistic Approaches to Information 

Technology 

• Online course in Curriculum Teaching and 

Learning Department  

• Ontario Institute for Studies in Education 

• University of Toronto 

• 2002 – 2018 (19 classes)  

• initially 12 weeks long - now 6 weeks  

• 2 learning management systems 

 



Course Information Site 

• Accessing the Course  

•      FAQ  

• Maintaining Contact 

• Summer 2018 Schedule 

• Library Access  

• BlackBoard Portal 

• C2C site  

• Student testimonials                                            

• Overview-Subject Outline 

• Web Resources  

• Distance Education at 

OISE  

• Course Readings  

• Class Projects Gallery  

• Oise/UT 

• Guest Speakers 





Needs Assessment 

Survey technical abilities – a form: to ascertain goals, 
experience  

 

Class Chart  

tech level, PC/Mac, location, department, degree, 
focus, partner, team 

 

First Quick Activities: 
 

1.Find help videos for course system (C2C) 

2.Create an Avatar (upload image) for first forum 

3.One page Blog (topic to interest class) (BlackBoard) 





Read/Write 

 

Journals are kept throughout course to support 
writing final reflective papers 

 

Stimulating reading and discussion to prompt 
current ideas and practices 

 

Includes classic articles, TCC archived papers and 
excerpt from online textbook 

 

 



Project Goals 

• Encourage creativity, open ended 
assignments, (set up idea exchange) 

• Student centered projects (share 
resources) 

• Gallery with lots of examples of team 
and individual projects since 2002 

 

http://astralsite.com/gallery




Where to Begin 

1.  group or team work project to 

create (educational resource 

website) 
 

Spring 2014 example 

Engaging Learners in Literacy  

http://engaginglearnersinlitearcy.weebly.com/  

 

http://engaginglearnersinlitearcy.weebly.com/
http://engaginglearnersinlitearcy.weebly.com/
http://engaginglearnersinlitearcy.weebly.com/




 

 

 

 Examples: 

Mindfulness design 

Mindfulness report 

2. Learning 

Partnerships 

 (blended course design) 

http://astralsite.com/1799/1799Reading5-CourseDesigns.html
http://astralsite.com/1799/Mindfulness-Report.pdf




3.Individual Projects 

From start of course provide idea exchange 

FORUM for class resources and feedback 

Lots of examples! 

 

 http://astralsite.com/1799/gallery.html 

http://astralsite.com/1799/gallery.html






Individual Projects 

Summer 2014:  Sherida Scott The Innovative Educator 

Karen Charendoff - Holistic Approach to  Alzheimer's 

Disease 

Summer 2015:  Stephen Furmaniuk - Stephen's Drama 

Courses 

Summer 2016   Imman Sarhan Multicultural Literature 

Yeijean Lee Yeijean's ePortfolio 

Summer 2017  Alexis Galvao  My First Year Journey 

A Year in the Life of a First Year Principal 

https://theinnovativeeducator.weebly.com/
http://kcharendof.wixsite.com/alzheimer
http://kcharendof.wixsite.com/alzheimer
https://mrfurmaniuk.weebly.com/
https://mrfurmaniuk.weebly.com/
http://immansarhan0.wixsite.com/multilit
http://yeijeanlee.wixsite.com/portfolio
https://alexisdgalvao.weebly.com/


Thank You! 

http://astralsite.com 

drkarsten@astralsite.com 

http://astralsite.com/
mailto:drkarsten@astralsite.com

